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Outline

Introduction to the Growth Management Study 

Recap of completed work

Grow Norfolk Themes 

Land Study and Growth Options

Intro to the Land Evaluation Area Review (LEAR) Study and preliminary results
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What is a Growth Management 
Study?

What is included in a Growth 
Management Study?

Growth Management Study
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Workplan and Project Timeline

Phase 1 – Project 
Initiation

Phase 2 – Policy 
Review and Technical 
Reports

Phase 3 – Opportunities & 
Options

Phase 4 – Preferred 
Direction Reports

• Context Report

• Growth Projections

• Housing Report

• Planning Act & PPS 

Conformity

• Option Reports & Land 

Evaluation Study

• Monitoring Options 

• Policy Recommendations

• Monitoring Details

• Amendments

• Project Kick-Off

• Terms of Reference

• Engagement 

Strategy
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Grow Norfolk Themes

Efficient and Integrated Growth

Infrastructure Capacity

Fiscal Responsibility

Agricultural and Industrial Operation Support

Natural and Cultural Heritage Preservation

Creative Intensification
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Land Supply and Growth Options
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Residential Land Supply

Intensification 1212

Greenfield 

8104

Land Supply- Housing Units

Intensification
42.5%

Greenfield
57.5%

Intensification and Greenfield 2018-2022
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Growth Forecasts
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The Growth Options

Option 1 – Case Base

• Medium Growth 
scenario (0.8%)

• Growth allocations 
based on past trends 
and supply 
opportunities

• Urban, Hamlets and 
Rural

• Existing larger urban 
areas continue

Option 2A - Higher 
Growth / Growth Aligned 

to Land & Planned 
Servicing Capacity

• High Growth scenario 
(1.0%)

• Intensification target 
remains 25%

• Similar housing mix as 
Option 1

• Additional growth more 
directed to serviced, 
urban areas

• Allocations by land 
availability and planned 
servicing capacity

Option 2B - Higher 
Growth / Growth Aligned 

to Shorter Term 
Servicing Capacity

• Similar to Option 2A

• More growth to urban 
areas with capacity 
(Delhi, Simcoe, 
Waterford) compared to 
areas with servicing 
upgrades/expansions 
(Port Dover, Port 
Rowan)

Option 3 - Higher Growth 
/ Higher Intensification

• High Growth scenario 
(1.0%)

• Higher intensification in 
serviced, urban areas 
(35%)

• Housing mix: 
medium/higher density

• More growth to 
serviced, urban areas, 
less in rural settlement 
areas
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Settlement Boundary Expansion

New settlement areas or expansions to existing settlement areas may only occur 
through a comprehensive review and only where specific criteria has been 
demonstrated (as per PPS 2020)

Through the Grow Norfolk process, 31 submissions have been received for 
consideration for review for either settlement area boundary expansion or 
protected industrial land conversions



norfolkcounty.ca

15



norfolkcounty.ca

16



norfolkcounty.ca

17



norfolkcounty.ca

18



norfolkcounty.ca

19



norfolkcounty.ca

20



norfolkcounty.ca

Growth Options Summary

On a County-wide level, there is sufficient land to 
accommodate growth in the urban 

At the Urban Areas level, there is a deficiency in ability to 
accommodate growth

A review of appropriateness of potential boundary 
expansion lands and allocation is necessary
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Land Evaluation and Area Review 

(LEAR) Study
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LEAR Study

Purpose of a LEAR Study

A LEAR study confirms the location of prime agricultural land and areas, while 

simultaneously identifying what is not considered to be prime agricultural land. It forms part 

of the comprehensive review.

Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 (PPS)

1) provides the framework to enable this exercise through a provincially approved land 

evaluation system and methodology.

2) Enables municipalities to establish "Rural Lands" as long as they do not compromise 

prime agricultural areas, which the LEAR study helps to identify.
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LEAR Method and principles:

• A LEAR study is comprised of two major components:

• Land Evaluation (LE), which assesses inherent soil and climatic conditions for agriculture. 

This is done by using mapping (GIS systems) to identify and compare the agricultural capability 

for common field crops.

• Area Review (AR), which considers other factors important to agricultural potential such as 

fragmentation of the land base and how land is used. The AR components were shaped with 

the help of the Agricultural Advisory Committee.

• The LE and AR components are combined to provide an overall LEAR score for each evaluation 

unit in the study area.

• Areas with high evaluation unit scores indicate that the area has high agricultural potential and 

suitability for long-term agricultural activities.
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We want to hear from you!

Virtual Survey 

Feedback Board 

Discussion

25
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Share your thoughts on 
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Thank you

GrowNorfolk@norfolkcounty.ca

Nicole Goodbrand, MA, RPP, MCIP

Project Lead, Long Range Planning and Special Projects

Nicole.Goodbrand@NorfolkCounty.ca

516-426-5870 ext. 8019

mailto:GrowNorfolk@norfolkcounty.ca
mailto:Nicole.Goodbrand@NorfolkCounty.ca

	Slide 1: Grow Norfolk: Growth Management Study  
	Slide 2: Outline
	Slide 3: Growth Management Study
	Slide 4: Workplan and Project Timeline
	Slide 5: Workplan and Project Timeline
	Slide 6: Grow Norfolk Themes
	Slide 7: Land Supply and Growth Options
	Slide 8: Residential Land Supply
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Growth Forecasts
	Slide 13: The Growth Options
	Slide 14: Settlement Boundary Expansion
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Growth Options Summary
	Slide 22: Land Evaluation and Area Review (LEAR) Study
	Slide 23: LEAR Study
	Slide 24: LEAR Method and principles: 
	Slide 25: We want to hear from you!
	Slide 26: Share your thoughts on 
	Slide 27: Thank you

